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Abstract

The study on “Protection of Workers in Black Tiger Shrimps Raising, Suratthani
Province” aims at finding out the protection given to workers in agricultural sector
particularly working conditions and protection of workers in black tiger shrimps raising.
The collection of data is carried out by interviewing 60 workers in the raising farms in
Suratthéni Province consisting of 30 workers representing large farms and 30 workers
representing small farms.

The study finds that the majority of workers in black tiger shrimps raising are males
with an average age of 38.7 years, married, education below Grade 6, have been working
in the farm between 2-5 years and are originally from the Northeast. With reference to
working conditions, their employment contracts exist but unwritten. Large raising farms
prefer hiring permanent workers than temporary ones. Main duties of workers in the farms
are shrimps feeding and catching. Their average salary is 4,079.2 baht, which is paid
either monthly or twice a month. Besides monthly wages, 96.7 percent of workers receive
special dividend from shrimps selling. Work periods are not definite, and the same with
rest periods. Workers work every day without holidays but they can ask for leave with pay
when necessary. Regarding work environment and safety, the workers have to work amidst
hot sunlight and strong wind plus occasionally with chemical substances. Nevertheless the
majority of workers never get sick or injured from working. Welfare received by all
workers are housing and water closets while not all workers receive such welfare as food,
drinking water, medicine, transportation and medical care. The majority of workers do not
have social security cards especially workers in small raising farms. Workers have the
opinion that the most appropriate» provision for them is rest periods during work
(X = 2.95) while the least is weekly holidays (X = 2.23).

The study recommends that workers in black tiger shrimps raising should be
provided such fundamental welfare as drinking water, washing water, food, water closets,
housing and medical care. They should have fixed weekly holidays and their wages should

be fairly protected.
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